
March 18, 2020 
To the members of First UCC in Ebensburg and the wider community: 
 

Last night, the Church Council of First United Church of Christ in Ebensburg decided to cancel 
in-person worship services indefinitely. This comes after we considered the most recent 
recommendations of the Center for Disease Control’s advisory and the White House’s recommendation 
to limit gatherings to less than 10 people. Our office will be closed as well and other scheduled 
programs will be postponed. Also, we decided to postpone our semi-annual Turkey Biscuit Dinner 
scheduled for April 22, 2020. We will be in contact with one another on when we can resume services 
and set a new date for the Turkey Biscuit Dinner. This information will be released as soon as we make 
another decision. South Ebensburg United Church of Christ of Portage will be operating with the same 
restrictions and has also cancelled in-person worship services indefinitely. 

With this being said, the work of the Church will not stop for any reason even if we are not 
regularly gathering for worship. This actually creates an opportunity for us as a congregation and we 
will be offering more online devotional materials and remain connected via phone on a regular basis. 
Our Sunday service will look different and a live streaming video or recording will be available for 
anyone’s sabbath devotion which will be released on our website at FirstUCCEbensburg.com and on 
our Facebook page www.facebook.com/FirstUCCEbensburg/ 

News, devotional material, articles, and resources will be available online and will be regularly 
forwarded to our email list. If you do not have internet access or know someone in the church that 
cannot regularly check the internet, please let us know so that we can either deliver or mail materials to 
them. The office phone number at First UCC will still be monitored by our office secretary.  

First UCC and South Ebensburg UCC are committed to being an important part of the 
community during this disaster. Many local churches, including ours, will be offering limited assistance 
to people and families that have been economically affected by the coronavirus outbreak through the 
Ebensburg Ministerial Fund (formerly the 25:40 Fund). Contact any local pastor for more information. 
Also, we encourage people to access existing programs like the food bank and Salvation Army if they 
are in need.  

This is, of course, a very difficult time for us because we desire to be with one another and are 
often resilient to changes in our regular lives. We have to adapt to this current situation and do what is 
best for ourselves and each other. The COVID-19 virus will not change the fact that we are beloved 
children of God and we will get through this together. I implore you to not be afraid but instead seek 
God’s guidance through all of this and pray for healing and wisdom.  Additionally, pray for health care 
workers and first responders, EMS, fire, and police, at this time. These folks are on the front lines of 
dealing with the spread of this disease and continue to be exposed for our wellness.  

 
May we continue to work together and let God’s light shine through our love for our neighbors, 
 
Ryan Lucas 
Rev. Ryan Lucas 
Pastor of First United Church of Christ, Ebensburg  
    and South Ebensburg United Church of Christ, Portage 
(814) 221-5195 (cell) 
ryanplucas@gmail.com 


